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Photo Opportunity
Tuesday 28 June 2011
Delight in Leicester as grassroots club nets £5k grant
Local footballers in Birstall, Leicestershire, are set for a major sporting boost following the news that they will receive a Grow the Game grant of £5,000 from the Football Foundation towards developing new football teams. To celebrate their win Birstall United Juniors Football Club will be presented with a large cheque at a ceremony taking place on Thursday 14th July 2011 at Meadow Lane Birstall Leicester LE4 4FJ from 6.00pm. The event will be supported by members of the club and representatives from Leicestershire and Rutland County FA. 
The grant will help fund a new inclusive football team which will allow boys and girls aged 8-18 with a learning, physical, sensory or special needs disability the chance to play football.  The club will also be able to offer more girls the chance become part of a new team within what is already a Charter Standard football club. The wider community will also benefit through increased opportunities to volunteer alongside the current coaching staff. This represents an excellent opportunity to gain new qualifications and at the same time give something back to the local community.
Funded by the Premier League, The FA, and the Government via Sport England, the Football Foundation is the nation’s largest sports charity. Since it was launched in 2000, the Foundation has awarded around 8,000 grants worth more than £420m towards improving grassroots sport, which it has used to attract additional partnership funding of over £520m.
Mick Joinson, 
Under-16s coach and Welfare Officer at Birstall United JFC, said: “Birstall United JFC is extremely proud of its achievement in obtaining this grant and we are extremely grateful to the Football Foundation who continue to help the grassroots, and also Leicestershire and Rutland County FA for their help and support.”
“Football crosses many barriers and this funding from the Football Foundation will allow us to develop and nurture the talent and skills of young people with physical or learning disabilities who have not been catered for within the Club before. We will offer these children not only skills but a confidence and energy they can use both off and an on the pitch.”
Paul Thorogood, Chief Executive of the Football Foundation, said: “Credit should go to Birstall United Juniors FC and the Leicestershire and Rutland County FA for securing this Grow the Game funding. The Foundation’s Grow the Game grant scheme is giving crucial financial support to grass roots clubs across the country, enabling them to provide new footballing opportunities for boys and girls of all ages, and significantly increases football participation.”
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For more information please contact:

· Mick Joinson on 07989115656 or mick.joinson@talktalk.net   
· Rory Carroll on 0845 345 4555 ext 4280 or rory.carroll@footballfoundation.org.uk

